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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/445,640 



Applicant(s) 
WARD ET AL. 



Examin r Art Unit 

Eugen e Kim 3721 

-. The MAILING DATE of this communicati n app ars on the cov rsh t with th c rr spondenc 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

I "f NO P pe i°od 'for ft sTpSeTabtve th" ZteZ sJutor^perioo'wi.l apply and will expire SIX (6) ^3 fro- the mafl ing , a e of ,h,s commumcat.on. 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the apphcaHon to become ABANDONED (35 U S C. § 133). 

- Any reply S3 by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf t,mely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 September 2001 . 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 25-33 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 25-33 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment(s) 

,) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Apphcat.on (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 9 . 6) □ Other: 



PToSRe? oT-oT 9 Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 1 0 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1. Claims 25-30, 32, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Melville (#5,816,990) in view of Ginestra et al. Melville shows the method and 
apparatus of making bags by using a cutting and sealing means (fig 10). Melville also 
discloses the use of controls to measure the length of the article to be packaged to 
adjust the bag making operation size. Melville also discloses that a bag is made and 
ready for removal (col 1 1 25+). Melville does not show the concept of using different 
supply webs to accommodate different sized articles as claimed. Ginestra et al teach 
the concept of using a plurality of different film supplies with different widths or textures 
(col 4 lines 20+). Ginestra et al teach the concept of measuring a product and selecting 
the appropriate web supply based on the products size. Ginestra et al disclose cutting 
the sheet of web material and a processor cuts the sheet from a selected roll to select a 
film length. Ginestra et al also show nip rollers 36-39. Fixed or reciprocal parts, such 
as, nip rollers are known in the art for adjustability purposes. The input means are set 
up in the control system to select a web based upon the users input. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide 
Melville with plural web and control means as taught by Ginestra et al to expedite the 
manufacturing process to accommodate different sized products. The examiner notes 
that heat shrinkable film is well known in the art. 

2. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Melville 
in view of Ginestra et al as applied to claims above, and further in view of Crowley. 
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Melville in view of Ginestra et al do not show the printing means as claimed. Crowley 
teaches the basic concept of using a printer for printing onto flat film with the printing 
device moving the web. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide Melville in view of Ginestra with printing means as 
taught by Crowley to provide information on the film web. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims supra have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Kim whose telephone number is (703)308- 
1886. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m - 6:00 p.m. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 
1148. 




Eugene Kim 
October 23, 2001 



